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The Task Force conducted its evaluations, 

made its reports, and outlined what was need-
ed. That was in large part comprehensive leg-
islation to institute common protective stand-
ards for our nation’s coral reefs, but, equally 
important, rules to discourage international 
coral reef abuse and encourage sustainable 
practices by allowing imports only of non-en-
dangered products collected by sustainable 
practices and pursuant to integrated manage-
ment plans. 

The Coral Reef Conservation and Protection 
Act of 2004 I gratefully introduce today em-
bodies the principal directions of the Task 
Force and more. It establishes a comprehen-
sive scheme for the domestic and international 
protection of our world’s coral reef eco-
systems. The regime’s key ingredients are the 
disallowal of any domestic taking, transport in 
interstate commerce, or import of the endan-
gered marine life of our coral reefs, unless 
that life is collected in non-destructive ways or 
subject to sustainable management plans or 
otherwise exempted from coverage by admin-
istrative actions. 

Mr. Speaker, we have to start somewhere; 
our world’s coral reefs are crying out for our 
help. This bill is that start, and I urge its 
prompt deliberation and passage. 

Mahalo, and aloha! 
f 

A POINT OF LIGHT FOR ALL 
AMERICANS—ESTER SILVER- 
PARKER VICE PRESIDENT OF DI-
VERSITY FOR WAL-MART 
STORES, INC. 

HON. MAJOR R. OWENS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 22, 2004 

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a distinguished business execu-
tive well known to members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, Ester Silver-Parker. 

She serves on the boards of International 
Women’s Forum, Brenau University, North 
Carolina Central University, National Public 
Radio Foundation, The Congressional Black 
Caucus Foundation, the Wyndham Hotel 
Women and Diversity Roundtable. 

Ester Silver-Parker was named Vice Presi-
dent of Diversity Relations for Wal-Mart 
Stores, Inc. in December 2003. She is 
charged with the strategic planning and execu-
tion of Wal-Mart’s diverse efforts as it relates 
to its supplier development program, philan-
thropic and community relations programs. Ad-
ditionally, she is responsible for strengthening 
Wal-Mart’s relationships with diversity leaders 
and leadership organizations in the commu-
nities it serves. 

Prior to joining Wal-Mart, Ms. Silver-Parker 
served as Vice President of Corporate Affairs 
and President of the AT&T Foundation for 
AT&T. She also directed AT&T’s National 
Constituency Relations, Issues Management 
and Corporate Social Responsibility Programs. 

Ms. Silver-Parker directed AT&T’s public re-
lations field offices in the Northeast States, the 
Mid-Atlantic States and the Southeast. She 
established the first AT&T public relations op-
erations in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, 
designed and implemented the plan to in-
crease AT&T’s presence in the U.S. domestic 
field operations, and developed the organiza-

tional design for AT&T’s field public relations 
organization. She also established AT&T’s first 
constituent relations organization. She was the 
recipient of the Catherine Cleary Award, the 
highest leadership honor AT&T gives to a fe-
male employee. 

Prior to joining AT&T, Ms. Silver-Parker 
worked in public relations for New York Tele-
phone, the National Urban League and as a 
journalist for Essence Magazine, the Review 
of Political Economy and New World Outlook. 

Ester Silver-Parker has traveled on behalf of 
the Board of Global Ministries in the Congo, 
Burundi and Kenya to study and write about 
the health conditions and quality of life of 
women and children. She is a frequent speak-
er on issues pertaining to women, diversity, 
corporate social responsibility, and strategic 
philanthropy. 

She received a Masters in journalism from 
Columbia University School of Journalism and 
a Bachelors of Arts in political science from 
North Carolina Central University. She is a 
graduate of Pennsylvania State University’s 
Executive Management Program and holds an 
Honorary Doctor’s Degree in Humane Letters 
from Benedict College. 

Ms. Silver-Parker has received numerous 
awards, including the Ebony Magazine Out-
standing Women in Corporate Marketing, the 
Congressional Black Caucus Unsung Hero 
Award, the DECA Award for outstanding busi-
nesswoman, the Harlem YMCA Black Achiev-
ers in Industry Award, New York City Gus 
D’Amato Community Service Award, the At-
lanta Business League’s Outstanding Cor-
porate Person Award, the 100 Black Men of 
America’s Corporate Excellence Award, the 
National AIDS Fund’s Leadership Award, the 
Asian Pacific Islanders Women’s Leadership 
Starfish Award. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Silver-Parker is a genuine 
professional who cares deeply about her com-
munity. I am honored to recognize her as a 
‘‘Point of Light for All Americans.’’ 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. WALTER B. JONES 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 22, 2004 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
on Wednesday, July 21, I was meeting with 
constituents and unavoidably missed rollcall 
votes 402 and 403. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote No. 
402, and ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote No. 403. 
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DECLARING GENOCIDE IN DARFUR, 
SUDAN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 21, 2004 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, ten years 
ago, as bloated corpses floated down 
Rwanda’s rivers, the international community 
debated whether the atrocities being com-
mitted in Rwanda fit the definition of ‘‘geno-
cide.’’ By the time the world stopped debating, 
it was too late. Millions of men, women and 

children had been killed. The failure of the 
world to act in Rwanda remains a stain on our 
collective conscience. 

We must learn from the tragic mistakes of 
the past. Today, one thousand miles north of 
Rwanda, in the Darfur region of Sudan, more 
than 30,000 people have already been killed 
by the Sudanese military’s aerial bombard-
ments and the atrocities being committed by 
their ruthless proxies, the Jangaweed militia. 
Gang rapes, the branding of raped women, 
amputations, and summary killings are wide-
spread. More than a million people have been 
driven from their homes as villages have been 
burned and crops destroyed. The Sudanese 
government has deliberately blocked the deliv-
ery of food, medicine and other humanitarian 
assistance. More than 160,000 Darfurians 
have become refugees in neighboring Chad. 
Conditions are ripe for the spread of fatal dis-
eases such as measles, cholera, dysentery, 
meningitis and malaria. The U.S. Agency for 
International Development estimates that 
350,000 people are likely to die in the coming 
months and that the death toll could reach 
more than a million unless the violence stops 
and the Sudanese government immediately 
grants international aid groups better access 
to Darfur. 

Here in Washington and at the United Na-
tions headquarters in New York, many officials 
are again debating whether this unfolding trag-
edy constitutes genocide, ethnic cleansing or 
something else. This time let us not debate 
until it is too late to stop this human catas-
trophe. Let us not wait until thousands more 
children are killed before we summon the will 
to stop this horror. America and the inter-
national community have a moral duty to act. 
The United States and the 130 other signato-
ries to the Genocide Convention also have a 
legal obligation to ‘‘undertake to prevent and 
punish’’ the crime of genocide. 

The Convention defines genocide as actions 
undertaken ‘‘with intent to destroy, in whole or 
in part, a national, ethnic, racial or religious 
group, as such.’’ The actions include ‘‘delib-
erately inflicting on members of the group con-
ditions of life calculated to bring about its 
physical destruction in whole or in part.’’ By all 
accounts, including the reports of U.N. fact 
finders, it is the African peoples in the Darfur 
region who have been targeted for destruction 
by the Khartoum-backed Arab death squads. 

In the middle of an unfolding crisis like that 
in Darfur, there will always be debate over 
whether what is happening constitutes geno-
cide. But it is important to remember that the 
Genocide Convention does not require abso-
lute proof of genocidal intentions before the 
international community is empowered to inter-
vene. The Convention would offer no protec-
tion to innocent victims if we had to wait until 
there were tens of thousands more corpses 
before we act. A key part of the Genocide 
Convention is prevention, not just punishment 
after the fact. 

The United States has already done more 
than any other nation to call attention to and 
respond to this tragedy. But our efforts to date 
have not brought an end to the growing crisis. 
We must take additional measures now. 

The United States should immediately call 
for an emergency meeting of the U.N. Security 
Council and introduce and call for a vote on a 
resolution that demands that the Government 
of Sudan take the following steps: First, allow 
international relief groups and human rights 
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groups free and secure access to the Darfur 
region, including access to the camps where 
thousands are huddled in wretched conditions; 
Second, the Government of Sudan must im-
mediately terminate its support for the 
Janjaweed and dispatch its forces to disarm 
them. Third, the Sudanese government must 
allow the more than one million displaced per-
sons to return home. The resolution must in-
clude stiff sanctions if the Sudanese govern-
ment refuses to meet these conditions and it 
must authorize the deployment of peace-
keeping forces to Darfur to protect civilians 
and individuals from CARE and other 
hunmanitarian organizations seeking to pro-
vide humanitarian assistance. 

It is critical that U.N. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan exhibit strong leadership on Darfur. 
Mukesh Kapila, until recently the top U.N. offi-
cial in Sudan has been outspoken in sounding 
the alarm. I am encouraged that the Secretary 
General visited Sudan. However, the result of 
his visit must be more than an expression of 
concern. Secretary General Annan must make 
it clear that if the Sudanese government does 
not cooperate fully in stopping the killings and 
destruction, he will push for immediate inter-
national sanctions. He must let the Sudanese 
government know that the welcome progress 
made in reaching an accommodation with the 
South will not prevent the world from taking 
action to stop the horror in Darfur. The U.N. 
ignored warnings of mass murder a decade 
ago in Rwanda; it must not stand by again. 

We should not allow other members of the 
U.N. Security Council to engage in endless 
negotiations and delay a vote on the resolu-
tion. In this case, every day that goes by with-
out action means more lives lost. Let’s vote on 
the resolution. If the rest of the world refuses 
to authorize collective action, shame on them. 
Failure to pass such a resolution would not 
represent a failure of American leadership; it 
would be a terrible blot on the world’s con-
science. 

Whether or not the United Nations acts, the 
United States should take steps on its own. 
We should make it clear that if the Sudanese 

government does not meet the demands in 
the proposed resolution, the United States will 
impose travel restrictions on Sudanese offi-
cials and move to freeze their assets. Even 
apart from U.N. action, we can immediately 
urge other nations to join us in taking these 
and other measures. 

I commend Secretary of State Colin Powell 
for his visit to the Darfur region. It is critical, 
however, that the Secretary’s visit do more 
than simply call attention to the tragedy un-
folding there. The United States must make it 
clear that the failure of Khartoum to fully co-
operate in ending the destruction and killings 
will result in a concerted American effort to 
punish the Sudanese government and harness 
international support to intervene in Darfur. 

We must not look back on Darfur ten years 
from now and decry the fact that the world 
failed to act to stop the crime of genocide. 
Rwanda and other genocides should have 
taught us that those who knowingly fail to con-
front such evil are themselves complicit 
through inaction. We are all god’s children. 
These are crimes against humanity. Let us re-
spond to this unfolding human disaster with 
the urgency that it demands. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ANNIVERSARY 
OF WARSAW UPRISING DURING 
WORLD WAR II 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 22, 2004 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, as the House 
of Representatives adjourns for the next six 
weeks, I am proud to rise on behalf of more 
than 111,000 of my constituents who are of 
Polish descent in the Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict of Illinois on Chicago’s northwest side. It 
is my privilege to join with friends of Poland 
and people of Polish descent around the world 
who will join together to commemorate the 
Warsaw Uprising. 

On their behalf, it is my honor to have intro-
duced H. Con. Res. 470, recognizing the anni-
versary of the Warsaw Uprising during World 
War II. It was 60 years ago this August when 
ordinary Polish citizens, fighting against over-
whelming odds and extreme hardships, took 
up arms against their German oppressors. 

Counting on Allied forces to assist in the im-
pending liberation of Warsaw, the Under-
ground Home Army launched its attack 
against German forces in an attempt to win 
back their country. Heavily outnumbered and 
armed mostly with homemade weapons, the 
Polish resistance fought bravely and heroically 
for 63 days. 

On the verge of victory but with Allied forces 
still far from the scene, their fates were sealed 
when the Germans reinforcements arrived. Ul-
timately, 250,000 civilians and troops were 
killed and in the wake of the uprising’s out-
come, centuries-old buildings, monuments and 
cultural treasures were systematically de-
stroyed by the Germans. 

To this day, the courage and valor dem-
onstrated by the Polish resistance stands as a 
symbol to the spirit of the Polish people and 
remains a shining example of the world’s 
greatest challenges to fascism and oppres-
sion. Polish citizens can be proud of the men 
and women who fought in this landmark chap-
ter of Poland’s resistance, and proud of their 
resolve and belief in freedom. 

Today, this resolution serves another pur-
pose. It reaffirms the special relationship be-
tween United States and Poland and the un-
wavering bond-that exists among our two peo-
ples. I offer this resolution as a symbol of grat-
itude for Poland’s friendship and for standing 
shoulder to shoulder with our troops in Iraq 
and where the global war against terror is 
waged. 

Mr. Speaker, our Nation shares and appre-
ciates Poland’s values and democratic ideals 
of liberty and human rights. The same indomi-
table spirit that was alive 60 years ago re-
mains strong in the Polish consciousness 
today. 
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